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SUBJECT: SITUATION REPORT FOR JUNE 15 

SUMMARY: PRESS HAS REPORTED EXPLOSION WHICH DAMAGED BUSY 
COMMUTER RAIL LINE OUTSIDE DURBAN EARLY THIS MORNING (JUNE 15) 
AND TERMED BY POLICE AS WORK OF "SABOTEURS''. SITUATION 
REMAINS TENSE IN URBAN TOWNSHIPS. DEMONSTRATIONS AND CLASS 
BOYCOTTS REPORTED AT A NUMBER OF SOWETO SCHOOLS. HOW TOWN- 
SHIP RESIDENTS IN JOHANNESBURG-PRETORIA AND CAPE TOWN AREAS 
WILL RESPOND TO CALLS FOR WORK BOYCOTT BEGINNING TOMORROW 
IS QUESTION OF MAJOR CONCERN. END SUMMARY 

1. CAPE TOWN -NO INCIDENTS REPORTED IN TOWNSHIPS. RIOT 
POLICE CONTINUE TO BE MUCH IN EVIDENCE. MANY RESIDENTS 
REPORTED UNCERTAIN HOW TO RESPOND TO CALL FOR WORK BOYCOTT 
BEGINNING TOMORROW, FEARING RETALIATION IF THEY IGNORE IT. 
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2. DURBAN - AFTERNOON PRESS REPORTS AN EXPLOSION DAMAGED 
THE RAIL LINE FROM THE BLACK TOWNSHIP OF UMLAZI INTO DURBAN 
AT 0320 THIS MORNING. POLICE STATE THEY REGARD IT AS 
SABOTAGE BUT HAVE NO IDEA WHO SET THE BLAST AND ARE INTEN- 
SIVELY INVESTIGATING. REPORTERS HAVE TOLD CONOFFS THAT ONLY 
ONE RAIL WAS DISLODGED BUT A CONSIDERABLE AMOUNT OF GRAVEL 
WAS SCATTERED INDICATING IT MAY HAVE BEEN A LARGE BUT POORLY 
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PLACED DEVICE. OF TWO INBOUND TRACKS AT POINT OF EXPLOSION 
ONE WAS UNDAMAGED MEANING TRAFFIC WAS ONLY SLOWED, NOT 
DISRUPTED. A SAFETY SYSTEM PREVENTED ANY ACCIDENT AS THE 
RESULT OF THE DAMAGED LINE. A KNOWLEDGABLE BLACK IOURNALIST 
TOLD CONOFFS THAT HE HAS NOT HEARD OF ANY LOCAL PLANS FOR 
A WORK BOYCOTT ON JUNE 16 OR 17 EVEN THOUGH HE HAS BEEN 
SOUNDING OUT LOCAL BLACK OPINION ON THE MATTER. SAME SOURCE 
HAD NO IDEA WHO MAY HAVE BEEN RESPONSIBLE FOR RAIL LINE 
EXPLOSION. 

3. JOHANNESBURG - SOWETO CLEARLY HEATING UP WITH REPORTS 
OF ACTIVITY ON EAST RAND AS WELL. STUDENTS BOYCOTTING 
CLASSES AT MANY SCHOOLS, ALTHOUGH REPORTS OF A COMPLETE 
BOYCOTT INCORRECT. POLICE HAVE USED TEAR GAS ON SEVERAL 
OCCASIONS, INCLUDING NEW "SNEEZE MACHINE”, A FOGGING DEVICE 
THAT SPEWS MIXTURE OF TEAR GAS AND TALCUM POWDER. SEVERAL 
REPORTS OF ROBBERIES OF DELIVERY VANS, POLICE HAVE PROMISED 
PROTECTION FOR ALL VANS IN AND OUT OF SOWETO. ROAD BLOCKS 
ARE UP IN MANY AREAS AND POLICE ARE, ACCORDING TO REPORTS, 
POLITELY SEARCHING VEHICLES AND ASKING PASSENGERS FOR DOCU- 
MENTS BEFORE ALLOWING THEM TO PROCEED INTO JOHANNESBURG. 
INDICATIONS ARE WORK BOYCOTT WILL BE OBSERVED BY MANY, AT 
LEAST TOMORROW, HOWEVER A FEW JOHANNESBURG FIRMS HAVE 
INDICATED "NO WORK-NO PAY." POLICE STILL BEING HELD BACK 

IN MOST CASES WITH NO DIRECT CONFRONTATIONS. 

4. PRETORIA - TOWNSHIPS WERE APPARENTLY QUIET LAST NIGHT 
AND THIS MORNING (JUNE 15). MAMELODI YESTERDAY HAD SPORADIC 
INCIDENTS CONTINUE THROUGHOUT DAY, BUT POLICE KEPT THINGS 
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UNDER CONTROL. SEVERAL CARS AND BUSES WERE DAMAGED BY 
STONES BUT NO INJURIES REPORTED. BOTH ATTERIDGEVILLE AND 
GA-RANKUWA/MABOPANE ARE REPORTED QUIET BY RESIDENTS. 
FOLLOW-UP CONTACT WITH ATTERIDGEVILLE SRC CONFIRMS THAT 
THEY ARE NOT CALLING FOR WORK BOYCOTTS. THEY ONLY ASK THAT 
WORKERS WEAR BLACK OR BLACK ARMBANDS. LOCAL EMPLOYEES ARE 
STILL NERVOUS, HOWEVER, THAT TSOTSI ELEMENTS COULD MAKE 
TROUBLE FOR PERSONS TRAVELLING TOMORROW TOWARDS CITY. 
BOWDLER 
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